




Friday, February 7, 2020 

Senate Bill 2592 
Testifying in Support 

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Committee on Commerce, 
Consumer Protection, and Health, 

The Democratic Part of Hawai!i (The Party) stands in support of SB2592  Relating to 
Drug Treatment, which appropriates funding for the implementation and development of 
the Hawai!i coordinated access recovery entry system to increase access to treatment 
for all individuals who suffer any form of substance abuse and mental illness. 

Creating new and funding current facilities, in every county that increase access both at 
the in-patient and out-patient level for those struggling with addiction, would benefit 
everyone in the state of Hawai!i. When people are sick and suffering, it is incumbent 
upon all of us as a society to medically treat those affected. 

We must acknowledge the correlation between substance use disorders and mental 
illness. These issues do not exist in a vacuum, and a collaborative approach must be 
used.  

The National Institute on Drug Abuse shares the following: 

ÒThe high prevalence of comorbidity between substance use disorders and other mental 
illnesses does not necessarily mean that one caused the other, even if one appeared 
first. Establishing causality or directionality is difficult for several reasons. For example, 
behavioral or emotional problems may not be severe enough for a diagnosis (called 
subclinical symptoms), but subclinical mental health issues may prompt drug use. Also, 
peopleÕs recollections of when drug use or addiction started may be imperfect, making it 
difficult to determine whether the substance use or mental health issues came first. 
Three main pathways can contribute to the comorbidity between substance use 
disorders and mental illnesses: 

1. Common risk factors can contribute to both mental illness and substance use and 
addiction. 

2. Mental illness may contribute to substance use and addiction. 
3. Substance use and addiction can contribute to the development of mental illness.Ó 

Many substance abusers use drugs as a way to self medicate the pain of trauma. 
According to americanasdictioncenters.com, ÒAbout 50-66 percent of those who suffer 



from PTSD also battle simultaneous addiction, and the reverse is also true" People 
who suffer from PTSD are between two and four times more likely to also battle 
addiction than their peers who do not also struggle with PTSD, the journal Clinical 
Psychology publishes.Ó 

The stigma associated with issues related to both addiction and mental illness, keeps 
people from seeking help. That is further exacerbated by the fact that when people are 
ready and willing to seek help, they often do not have anywhere to go and seek the 
treatment that they desperately need.  

Whereas Honolulu County may have several facilities available for people to receive 
treatment, that is not the case in other counties. Hawai!i County has only one residential 
facility available to those receiving MedQuest and that facility is only for men. Kaua!i 
County has only one residential facility available to those receiving MedQuest.  

The Party supports the State using this fund as a last resort payer option for individuals 
seeking treatment and exhausting all other funding sources prior to utilizing this fund. 
Having these funds available however, may save the lives of those persons who cannot 
be treated from an alternate payer source. 

For these reasons we urge to vote favorably on this bill and expand treatment options 
for those struggling with addiction and mental health diagnoses. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, 

Josh Frost     Zahava Zaidoff 
Co-Chair, Legislation Committee  Co-Chair, Legislation Committee 
Democratic Party of Hawai!i  Democratic Party of Hawai!i 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/research-reports/common-comorbidities-substance-
use-disorders/why-there-comorbidity-between-substance-use-disorders-mental-illnesses 

https://americanaddictioncenters.org/ptsd
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